THE   HISTORY   OF  SPIRITUALISM

accept the religious significance of this movement. It
is a most natural argument for those who are un-
versed in the subject to say, " Are these your fruits ?
Can a philosophy or religion be good which has such
an effect upon those who have had a prominent place
in its establishment ? " No one can cavil at such an
objection, and it calls for a clear answer, which has
often been made and yet is in need of repetition.

Let it then be clearly stated that there is no more
connexion between physical mediumship and morality
than there is between a refined ear for music and
morality. Both are purely physical gifts. The
musician might interpret the most lovely thoughts and
excite the highest emotions in others, influencing their
thoughts and raising their minds. Yet in himself he
might be a drug-taker, a dipsomaniac, or a pervert.
On the other hand, he might combine his musical
powers with an angelic personal character. There is
simply no connexion at all between the two things,
save that they both have their centre in the same
human body.

So it is in physical mediumship. We all, or nearly
all, exude a certain substance from our bodies which
has very peculiar properties. With most of us, as is
shown by Crawford's weighing chairs, the amount is
negligible. With one in 100,000 it is considerable.
That person is a physical medium. He or she gives
forth a raw material which can, we hold, be used by
independent external forces. The individual's char-
acter has nothing to do with the matter. Such is the
result of two generations of observation.
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